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DearMs. Gunn:

TheIllinois WaterUtility Councilwasformedby theIllinois Sectionofthe
AmericanWaterWorksAssociationto evaluateandcommenton legislative,regulatory
andothermatters,whichdirectly affectwaterutilities. Thependingproposalofthe
Illinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgencyto modif~’thewaterquality standardfor
radiumdirectly affectswaterutilities in Illinois.

TheproposaloftheIllinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgencyrecognizesthat
radiumhasbeendischargedto surfacewatersfor decades.Manyoftheutilities thatare
membersoftheAmericanWaterworksAssociationhavebeenprovidingdrinkingwater
to theircommunitiesfor over 100 years. Any watersupplyusingwaterfrom thedeep
aquiferhasbeendischargingradiumfor thatsametimeperiod.

TheproposaloftheIllinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgencyhadbeen
characterizedasthede-regulationofradium: This is not.true. IEPAhasrecognizedthat
theallowableconcentratiouinstreamsandrivers in Illinois is two ordersofmagnitude
greaterthanthecurrentstandardandthehighestconcentrationofradiummeasuredin
well waterin Illinois. Theestablishmentofanumericallimit thatis two ordersof
magnitudehigherthananyconcentrationmeasuredfrom wells in Illinois wouldnot have
anydifferentimpacton thewatersthanthecurrentproposal.



TheWaterUtility Council is concernedthat aspecific treatmenttechniquemaybe
requiredfor radiumif the currentstandardis left in place. Waterutilities have
responsibilitiesto theircustomersto selectatreatmentmethodthatbestmeetstheneeds
oftheirsystem. Fundsreceivedfrom thepublic will bespentto complywith the
establishedrulesandthesefundsshouldbespentwisely. Theinstallationofequipment
to meetawaterquality standardof 1.0picocuriesperliter ofradium226 is unrealistic
whenthecurrentstandardfor waterdeliveredto peopleis 5.0 picocuriesperliter of
combinedradium226 andradium228.

Publicwatersuppliesprovidepotabledrinking waterfor humanconsumptionwith
radiumlevelsup to 5.0 pico curiesthatis in full compliancewith all drinkingwater
regulations.Thereis noscientificbasisto indicatetheneedfor removalof radiumlevels
below 5.0pico curiesfrom wastewaterdischargedto theenvironment.TheIllinois
SectionAmericanWaterWorksAssociatiOnsUpportsthe[EPAProposal.

TheIllinois WaterUtility Council appreciatestheopportunityto provide
commenton this very importantissueto waterutilities in Illinois.

Very truly yours,

F. EdwardGlatfelter
Chair
ISAWWA WaterUtility Council

ExecutiveDirector
CentralLakeCounty
JointActionWaterAgency


